The written word is rapidly being superceded by electronic publishing, and Stedmans long-familiar dictionary now presents its fourth edition of the Concise volume together with a compact disk. Reviewing this up-to-date edition offered two courses: to scan through the written section or to use the CD-Rom to look up a random choice of topics. The written volume does its work well: each entry is accompanied by a phonetic pronunciation and the entries are concise and clear. Thumb indexing is expanded by five entries per letter, with the adjacent vowel also shown, and this facilitates the search accordingly. American spelling may concern some users, but is a minor defect. There are many fullcolour plates, including anatomy, clinical pathology and clinical examination, and numerous colour illustrations through the text. But the electronic addition provides the fastest means of looking up words that I have met. It installs into a personal computer easily and simple instructions enable the user to access its contents almost instantaneously. With the aid of the CD there are a profusion of coloured illustrations: a feast of knowledge at your fingertips! The anaesthetist will need a copy of MIMS to supplement Stedmans for information about drugs, but for general reference and access to very much upto-date information, this presentation is first class. The cover suggests that the dictionary is intended "for the health professions", and it would find much use by medical secretaries. One of the greatest changes in our view of pain over the previous century was the increased awareness that our nervous system is not a hard-wired system but is constantly changing or plastic. This concept is now almost taken for granted and is an accepted fact in neuroscience. However, it has had a huge impact on both the direction of research and the treatment of pain. It is therefore very timely that a volume entitled Nervous System Plasticity and Chronic Pain is published. This volume brings together the latest thinking and findings related to nervous system plasticity and how pain is processed. I am not aware of any other book that does this in such breadth and depth.
There are nearly 40 chapters that cover a wide territory, ranging from molecular mechanisms and receptor changes in the periphery through to functional imaging and the role of the brain in pain perception. As well as a large number of excellent chapters that cover various aspects of pain neurobiology in depth, there are also chapters on the clinical implications of these findings dealing with topics such as pre-emptive analgesia, cannabinoid and opioid use. Not only does the book cover a wide spectrum of material, it brings together a broad range of international contributors, most of whom have made substantial contributions to the field and are recognised world leaders in each of these areas. This is a high quality book which is an excellent resource for anyone who has an interest in pain medicine and neuroscience. It brings together the latest authoritative thinking on a defining concept in the way that we approach pain. Unfortunately the price is high but I would highly recommend its purchase by libraries which serve either clinicians or scientists in this field. This fourth edition of Textbook of Anaesthesia has been designed with the same objectives as the former editions: to provide a readable text for those starting their training in anaesthesia, in particular for the
